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Memory
Focus

JUNE
1 JOHN 2:29

If you know that He is righteous, you
may be sure that everyone who practices
righteousness has been born of Him.

FROM 1 JOHN (ESV)

JANUARY

This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you,
that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

1 John 1:5

february

march

1 JOHN 1:9

1 JOHN 2:15

If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Do not love the world
or the things in the
world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of
the Father is not in him.

APRIL

1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and
the desires of the eyes and pride of life –
is not from the Father but is from the world.

may
And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

1 John 2:17
4

JULY

1 John 3:1
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason
why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.

AUGUST
1 JOHN 4:4
Little children,
you are from
God and have
overcome them,
for He who is in
you is greater
than he who is
in the world.

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

1 JOHN 4:10
In this is love,
not that we have
loved God
but that He loved
us and sent His
Son to be the
propitiation for
our sins.

1 JOHN 4:12
No one has
ever seen God;
if we love one
another, God
abides in us
and His love
is perfected
in us.

november

There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts
out fear. For fear has to
do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not
been perfected in love.

1 JOHN 4:18

december

And this is the testimony,
that God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son.
Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the
Son of God does not have life.
1 JOHN 5:11-12
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foreword

by senior pastors

There must be
something more
than this!

There must be something more in 2014!
There must be something more every new year!
We long for something deeper, something satisfying,
something radical, something life-changing, something
that would really make a difference every new year.
What will that “something more” be for you?

S

t. Augustine once said, “To fall in love with God is the greatest of

all romances; to seek Him, the greatest adventure; to find Him,
the greatest human achievement.” The deepest longing of the
soul is for intimacy with God. It begins with God and is rooted IN
HIM! “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I may
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord and to meditate in His temple.” (Ps 27:4)

3. Intimacy as Our PREOCCUPATION in Life:

“That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life…”
“All the days of my life” is not simply stating a period of time but a
preoccupation of life! David declares “to dwell in the house of the Lord” as his
prevailing desire, his grand preoccupation and his magnificent obsession. True
spirituality stems not from some form of activity but from God’s presence as
the centre of his life. The dwelling place of God is in the quiet depths of our
lives. May you experience and enjoy His presence throughout the year 2014!
4. Intimacy as Our PASSION in Life:

“To behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His temple.”
David made a decisive choice to not only see, but behold and be captivated by
the beauty of the Lord. God is of ultimate importance in his life and God is the
one who gives meaning to life. David committed himself to “meditate in His
temple”. A person is often defined by abilities, accomplishments, appearance,

1. Intimacy as Our PURPOSE in Life:

acquisitions and associations. But God defines us by our personal relationship

“One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek…”

with Him. May your passion for spiritual intimacy with God attract and fuel

The goal of every disciple of Christ is not merely to do things for God –

pre-believing friends to know God in 2014.

although these are significant parts of God’s redemptive order as seen in the
Great Commission. Enjoying the intimacy with God is part of the creative

There Must be Something More Than This!

order as seen in the Great Commandment. The ONE thing that is the most

Psalm 27 was written in the context of fear and uncertainty. Fear is mentioned

important in 2014 is our relationship with God! Everything revolves around

three times in two verses (vv. 1, 3). Yet, in spite of the anxieties and fears,

this one defining purpose.

David focused on God and saw God Almighty as his revelation, redemption
and refuge (vv. 1-3).

2. Intimacy as Our PURSUIT in Life:

“One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek…”

May we like David say, “When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ my heart said to You,

Someone once said, “We do not see things as they are. We see them as

‘Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.’” (v. 8).

we are.” In other words, who we are determines what we see and what
we pursue, and we become what we pursue. “I shall seek” expresses a
determination to pursue intimacy with God. What are you pursuing in
2014? What are you seeking?
6

In Christ,
Ps Tony and Ps Kay Kiong
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guide to using

this journal

1

Prepare your heart
in God’s presence

■ Select a fixed time (preferably in the morning
before you begin your day) and a quiet place
where you can be alone and undisturbed.
■ Observe a moment of silence as you
acknowledge God’s presence.
■ Worship God with a song or hymn. (Refer to
the list of worship songs provided.)
■ Offer a prayer to God as you prepare to listen
to His Word.

The English Standard Version (ESV) is the default Bible version
translation unless otherwise specified.
8

S.O.A.P.

2

Allow God to S.O.A.P. you
with His Word and Spirit

Each daily devotional entry is
divided into four parts:
■ Scripture — Take your time to meditate on the
Scripture passage for the day. Pause and mull
over words and phrases that stand out to you.
■ Observation — Jot down significant insights
and reflections from the passage you have read.
Use the guiding questions provided.
■ Application — Note down a specific and
practical commitment to God’s Word for you.
Is there a command to obey, a sin to avoid, an
example to follow, or a principle to live out?
Where appropriate, share your devotional entry
with someone.
■ Prayer — Bring your response to God in prayer
using the suggested prayer for the day.

9
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calendar
november 2014
M

T

W

T

december 2014
F

S

S

M

T

W

T

F

S

S

						

1

2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Women’s BTW

3

4

5

6

Alpha Session

10
17

11

12

18

19

13
20

7

8

9

Men’s BTW

Men’s BTW

Men’s BTW/
Domestic Helpers’
Appreciation Dinner

14
21
Marriage BTW

24

25

15

16

Alpha Weekend

New Life Day

22

23

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Christmas/
Christmas Day
Service

Marriage BTW Marriage BTW

26

27

28

29

One80 begins

KidzCamp

Prayer &
Praise

KidzCamp

30

Women’s BTW Women’s BTW

29

30

One80 ends

31
Watch Night
Service

KidzCamp

Strongly Encouraged

10

Strongly Encouraged
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November 1,
Saturday

2014

The Primacy of
the Truth

APPLICATION
How am I doing in “handling accurately the word of truth” (2 Ti 2:15)?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 8; 2 Timothy 2:15-18
As we “love in truth” (3 Jn 1) and walk “in the truth” (vv. 3-4), we serve the
truth as “fellow workers with the truth” (v. 8). The phrase “fellow workers
with the truth” may mean that “all Christians are thought of as fellow
workers with the truth itself”1, or “fellow workers in the cause of the truth”2.
John seems to have “both meanings”3 in his thought. The truth must be
primary in Christian ministry. Jesus is “the Truth” (Jn 14:6), the Word of
God “is truth” (Jn 17:17) and “the church of the living God is the pillar and
support of the truth” (1 Ti 3:15). The goal of Christian service is to build the
church to maturity in Christ, marked by stability in the truth and “speaking
the truth in love” (Eph 4:13-15). When Paul lays down the qualifications

PRAYER

for church leadership, the emphasis is on godly character and one primary
ministry competency: Being “able to teach” the Word of God (1 Ti 3:2) and

Father, You are the only

“holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

true God. Lord Jesus, You

that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who

are the Truth. Holy Spirit,

contradict” (Tit 1:9).4

Pray for leaders:

You are the Spirit of truth.

God, the eternal life I have
in Christ is to know You,

Pray for significant people:

the only true God. I can

OBSERVATION

truly know You only in Your

How does Paul emphasise the primacy of the truth in 2 Timothy 2:15-18?

Word. Your Word is truth.

Pray for those in need:

Help me to walk faithfully

in the truth. By Your grace
and mercy keep me from

Pray for self:

straying into falsehoods and
half-truths. Amen.

1

I. Howard Marshall, The Epistles of John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament
(Eerdmans, 1978), 87

2 Stephen Smalley, 1, 2, 3 John, Word Biblical Commentary (Word, 1991), Vol. 51, 352
3 Stephen Smalley, Vol. 51, 353
4 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9

12
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Sermon Notes

November 2,
Sunday

2014

Topic:

Principles to Live by:
What are the biblical principles found in this passage?

Scripture:
Main Points:

Practical Life Applications:
What is one thing that I will do in the coming week?

REVIEW:

What was my high point and my low point for the week?

What gave me life and what drained me?

How was the Spirit of God at work?

14
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REFLECT:

What is one key thing that God said to me this week in light of what
has happened?

GOD KNOWS BEST

God knows what is best for us. All things will be good if we trust Him.

Scripture - Isaiah 55:9
1. ACTIVITY BITE
Name all the candies and chocolates you have seen or tasted before.
Which of these are your favourites?

RESPONSE:

b. Journal your prayer.

3. LEARNING POINT
Sometimes we are like the baby who doesn’t know what is good or
bad. We refuse to listen to our parents because we think we know
better. So we disobey them but often we end up in trouble. God is an
all-wise God who knows what is best for us. Imagine trusting God
fully. We’ll be getting the best of what God wants to give us. We need
to learn how to trust our parents because God has made them wiser
than us. We need to trust God fully because He is the all-wise One.
4. ACTION POINT
Ask your parents to tell you about the times when you refused to
listen to their advice. What were the consequences? Are there still
areas where you insist on your way instead of following their advice?
How about deciding to listen to them and trust God that He will make
all things good?
5. PRAYER POWER
(Ask your children to pray after you.)
Dear God, I am sorry for not believing that You know best. Please help
me believe that my parents who are wiser can give me good advice. In
Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

family devotional week one

a. What is one thing I need to do in light of what God is saying?

2. CHAT TIME
Q1: Imagine a baby wants to eat the candies and chocolates you
mentioned instead of milk. Would you allow the baby to eat these
items? Why?
Q2: Who knows better – you or the baby? Why is that so?
Q3: What does it mean when we say that God knows better than all
of us?

november
16

17
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November 3,
Monday

2014

APPLICATION

Can I See My Pride?

What areas in my life can I see pride?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 9; 1 Timothy 6:3-4a
Two tempers disturbed the Christian life in Asia Minor in the first century:
“intellectual arrogance”5 – those “who [went] too far” in doctrine (2 Jn 9),
and “personal aggrandisement”6 – Diotrephes “who loves to have the
preeminence” (v. 9, NKJV) in the church. Diotrephes, “a dominant
personality”, may or may not be “a constitutional leader”; if he is not, then
he is “a self-promoted demagogue”.7 My New Testament professor at
Regent University, Dr Lyle Story, once said, “Humility is something that
is there. You keep striving at it, but you don’t see it. You have it when you
don’t see it; but once you see it, you’ve lost it. Similarly with pride, you
have it when you don’t see it; but once you see it, you’ve lost it.” What
the proud sees of himself is directly opposite of what he cannot see. He is
spiritually blind, unable to see the true condition of his heart as God sees

PRAYER

(cf. 1 Sa 16:7). The proud is unable to see because he is unwilling to see.
Can I see pride in my heart?

Gracious Redeemer, help me

to see that at the heart of sin is

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

the pre-eminence of the self,

Pray for leaders:

sheep have gone astray, and

Pray for significant people:

which is pride. For we all like

OBSERVATION
What does Paul say about conceit in 1 Timothy 6:3-4a?

each of us has turned to our
own self-centred ways.8 So

much of who I am and what

Pray for those in need:

me eyes to see my pride in me

Pray for self:

I do come out of pride. Give
whenever it appears. Teach
me and help me to walk in
lowliness. Amen.

5
6
7
8

18

John R. W. Stott, The Letters of John, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (IVP, 1964, 1988), 231
John Stott, 231
F. F. Bruce, The Epistles of John (Pickering Paperbacks, 1970), 152
Isaiah 53:6
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November 4,
Tuesday

2014

What Is God
Most Against?

APPLICATION
What areas in my life do I need to grow in humility?

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 2:10-19; 1 Peter 5:5-7
Isaiah 2:10-19 is a text that must be read again and again until you capture
its literary power and be captured by its theological power. It magnificently
reveals what God is most against. God “has a day of doom in store” (v.
12, REB). Repeated ten times continuously, line after line, are two words
“against all” in vv. 12-16 – to underline the comprehensive and complete
divine opposition and retribution. “In that day” (vv. 11, 17), God will be
“against all” forms of human pride, described literally and metaphorically –
“the arrogance of man will be brought low and the pride of men humbled”
(vv. 11, 17). Observe the dense recurrence of terms like “proud”, “lofty”,
“lifted up”, “fortified”, and “beautiful”, throughout verses 11 to 17. The
theological centre of the text is, “And the Lord alone will be “exalted in that
day” (vv. 11, 17). Living by this theological truth keeps us from pride. Pride is
self-exaltation. There is no place for exaltation in us; it belongs to “the Lord
alone”. And live life in terms of “in that day”.

OBSERVATION
What does Peter say about pride and humility in 1 Peter 5:5-7?

PRAYER

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

God of all grace, teach me

and help me to recognise and
acknowledge that all that I

Pray for leaders:

am, I have and I do, apart

from sin, is Your grace, and

Your grace alone; and thus,

there is nothing for me to be

proud of or boast about before

Pray for significant people:

Pray for those in need:

You and people. So, humble

me under Your mighty hand
whenever pride arises in my

Pray for self:

heart, and give me evermore
Your grace. Amen.

20
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November 5,
Wednesday

2014

Truth and Love,
and Pride

APPLICATION
What kind of wisdom do I have and live by?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 3, 6, 9-10; James 3:13-18
Gaius’ life is so characterised by truth and love that others “testified” to it
(vv. 3, 6); and his direct opposite is the arrogant Diotrephes (v. 9). When
Diotrephes “loves to be first”, his heart is wrong, and he errs “both from
the truth and from Christian love”.9 Persistent pride indicates the lack or
absence of truth and love, and conversely, truth and love keep us from pride.
The Word of God is truth (Jn 17:17). The “word of God” that is “able to
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” is “the eyes of Him” before
whom “all things are open and laid bare” (Heb 4:12-13). When I look at
my heart through God’s Word, I seek to see myself as God sees, and I can
and will check for pride in me. In this sense, truth is inward looking. Love is
outward looking, for the object of love is people. Diotrephes’ love to be first
is “loving himself more than others”,10 in refusing to welcome the travelling
missionaries and forbidding others to do so (v. 10). Love puts others before
the self (cf. 1 Jn 3:16).

PRAYER
Lord, save me and keep me

from jealousy, selfishness and
arrogance which lie against

OBSERVATION

the truth. Give me wisdom

What does James teach about arrogance, the truth and wisdom in
James 3:13-18?

God’s ways – wisdom that

from above to understand

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

Pray for significant people:

is marked by humility;

persistent sincerity, gentleness

Pray for those in need:

at all times; showing no

favouritism; and being peace
loving, willing to yield to

Pray for self:

others and full of mercy and
good deeds . Amen.

9 David Jackman, The Message of John’s Letters, The Bible Speaks Today (IVP, 1988), 197
10 John Stott, 228
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November 6,
Thursday

2014

Building Words
or Biting Words

APPLICATION
What area(s) in my speech do I need to change in my life?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 9-10; Proverbs 10:18-21
Diotrephes rejects John’s apostolic authority, refusing to accept what he
has written to the church (v. 9). His words opposing John are slanderous
and senseless (“with malicious words talking nonsense [about] us”11,
v. 10), accusations made “entirely without substance”12. Words are
powerful (“Death and life are in the power of the tongue”, Pr 18:21).
Words build or bite. Words bite intentionally or unintentionally – that
is, carelessly. It may be helpful to keep in mind three key words in our
speech. Power: Be conscious of the power of our words. When we are
conscious of this reality, we will be careful in our speech. We will think
before we talk. People: Words are spoken to and received by people.
Consciously recognising this, we will be caring and considerate in our
speech. Purpose: Ask before we speak, why we say what we want to say
and how we want to say it. In this way, we will choose and control what
we say and how we say. And words reveal what we are – “his mouth
speaks from that which fills his heart” (Lk 6:45). Diotrephes’s pride
shows up in his words.

PRAYER
Fill me with Your Spirit,

Lord Jesus, so that the words
I speak may come forth

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

from a spiritually renewed

OBSERVATION
What does Proverbs 10:18-21 teach about human speech?

inner being. Help me to

be conscious of the effect

of my words, be careful to

choose and control what I

Pray for significant people:

Pray for those in need:

say and how I speak, and to

speak in truth and love. Let
my speech be like Yours –

Pray for self:

gracious words falling from
Your lips.13 Amen.

11 The New Greek-English Interlinear New Testament (Tyndale, 1990)
12 David Jackman, 197
13 Luke 4:22
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November 7,
Friday

2014

Living with Theological
Consciousness

APPLICATION
How has theological consciousness been my way of life?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 6-10; Colossians 3:17
Diotrephes’ refusal to show hospitality to the travelling missionaries is
motivated by his ambition and arrogance (vv. 9-10). It also reflects his failure
or inability to see that these travelling missionaries “went out for the sake
of the Name” (v. 7), and thus, they ought to be served and supported “in a
manner worthy of God” (v. 6). Diotrephes does not or cannot see God and
Christ in them. There is no theological consciousness in him – consciously
seeing God and Christ, and living in that consciousness. When I was a lay
youth worker in my previous church, I met with the youths under my charge
for prayer on Sundays. On one particular Sunday morning, none of my
youths turned up. And since nobody showed up, I conveniently went for my
breakfast. While I was eating, the Lord spoke to me, “David, your youths did
not turn up for the prayer meeting, but I was there!” Since then, even when
none of my youths turned up for the prayer meeting, the prayer meeting
still went on. It was simply because the Lord was there. A theological
consciousness was formed by a theological perspective.

PRAYER
God, I confess that it is

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

so easy for me to let living

OBSERVATION
How can we cultivate theological consciousness according to
Colossians 3:17?

in this busy, speedy, noisy

Pray for leaders:

world make me fail to have
You in my consciousness

and forget You. Be gracious

Pray for significant people:

to me, O God, and help

me to cultivate the practice
and inculcate in me a

Pray for those in need:

theologically conscious spirit
so that in whatever I do, I do
so in the name of Jesus, with

Pray for self:

thanksgiving to You and for
Your glory. Amen.

26
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November 8,
Saturday

2014

Whose Church is
“the Church”?

APPLICATION
How should I follow Christ in attitude and action towards His Church?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 10; Ephesians 5:25-27
Diotrephes is part of “the church” and is most probably one of its leaders.
Yet he refuses to show hospitality to God’s travelling servants, and forbids
others to do so, threatening to put them out of “the church” (v. 10). There is
something theologically incongruent here. Diotrephes’ attitude and action
reveal that he is not consciously thinking and living theologically; otherwise,
he will be aware of the theological incongruence. What is most fundamental
about “the Church” is certainly not in Diotrephes’ consciousness. Whose
church is the Church? To Diotrephes, is it Christ’s church or his church?
There is only one who has pre-eminence in the church: the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Head of the church (Eph 5:23). But Diotrephes “usurped Christ’s
lordship of the church to feed his own ambition”.14 As members, servants
and leaders of Christ’s church, in all that we are, we have and we do,
increasingly “He must become greater; I must become less” (Jn 3:30, NIV).

PRAYER

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Lord Jesus, Head of the

OBSERVATION
What does Paul say concerning the Church in Ephesians 5:25-27?

Church, fill Your Church
with all truth; in all truth

Pray for leaders:

with all peace. Where she is

corrupt, purify her; where she
is in error, direct her; where
anything is amiss, reform
her; where she is right,

Pray for significant people:

Pray for those in need:

strengthen and confirm her;

where she is in want, furnish

her; where she is divided and

Pray for self:

rent asunder, make up the
breeches in her.15 Amen.

14 David Jackman, 199
15 Adapted from The SPCK Book of Christian Prayer (SPCK, 1995), 429
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Sermon Notes

November 9,
Sunday

2014

Topic:

Principles to Live by:
What are the biblical principles found in this passage?

Scripture:
Main Points:

Practical Life Applications:
What is one thing that I will do in the coming week?

REVIEW:

What was my high point and my low point for the week?

What gave me life and what drained me?

How was the Spirit of God at work?

30
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REFLECT:

What is one key thing that God said to me this week in light of what
has happened?

GOD IS HOLY

God is perfect. He does no wrong. He will help us avoid doing the
wrong things.

Scripture - John 16:13
1. ACTIVITY BITE
Props: Two big sheets of paper
Imagine there are two people – one does only wrong things while the
other does only good things. Write down all the wrong things that the
person can do on one sheet of paper and all the good things that the
other person can do on the other sheet of paper. Use a red marker for
the wrong items and a blue marker for the good items.

RESPONSE:

3. LEARNING POINT
God is a perfect and holy God who does no wrong. But we are not.
We like having our own way and often disobey Him. God loves us and
will help us walk in His ways. He will guide and teach us in the way
of truth, which is to do what is right just like Jesus. We must always
desire to follow Him.

b. Journal your prayer.

4. ACTION POINT
From what you have written on the two sheets of paper, be honest
and put a tick next to the wrong things you have done. Tell God that
you are sorry for what you have done and ask Him to help you do
what is right instead.
5. PRAYER POWER
(Ask your children to pray after you.)
God, thank You for helping me to do what is right. Please help me
choose to walk in Your ways always. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

family devotional week two

a. What is one thing I need to do in light of what God is saying?

2. CHAT TIME
Q1: Guess which type of person God wants you to be.
Q2: How is it that sometimes we do wrong things even though we
know that we shouldn’t?
Q3: John 16:13 tells us that the Holy Spirit will guide us in all truth.
Can you name an occasion where you know He is telling you not to do
something that is wrong?

november
32
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November 10,
Monday

2014

Communication
and Imitation in Life

APPLICATION
How would I want to live my life by the principle stated in 1 Corinthians
11:1?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 9-12; 1 Corinthians 11:1
As long as we are alive, we are living our lives. And in this human
reality, communication and imitation are taking place – consciously and
unconsciously, whether we want it or not – at home, in school, at the
workplace, in church or in the world around us. Our lives communicate
what we are, good or bad. 3 John shows that the lives of Gaius and
Demetrius are communicating something. Gaius’ walking in the truth
and love is being “testified” to by God’s people (3 Jn 3, 6). Demetrius
lives his life in such a way that it “has received a good testimony” from
“everyone”, from “the truth itself” and from John himself (v. 12). And it
is in this form of communication that imitation takes place, of what is
being seen and heard. Thus, John exhorts Gaius: “Do not imitate what
is evil” (v. 11) – as Diotrephes’ life communicates (vv. 9-10) – but “what
is good” – as Demetrius’ life communicates (v. 12). The verb “imitate”
“bears witness to the way in which others’ attitudes can colour and
change our own”.16 “Everybody is an imitator. It is natural for us to look
up to other people as our model and to copy them.”

17

PRAYER
Indeed, Lord Jesus, all Your

followers, with unveiled faces
reflecting Your glory, are

OBSERVATION
How should communication and imitation in life be like according to
1 Corinthians 11:1?

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

being transformed into Your

likeness with increasing glory.18

However, in this transformation
process, so many imperfections
still remain in us. I pray that

Pray for significant people:

Pray for those in need:

as I seek to imitate only godly

examples, my imperfections will
not be uncritically and blindly

Pray for self:

imitated by others. Amen.

16 David Jackman, 199
17 John Stott, 232
18 2 Corinthians 3:18
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November 11,
Tuesday

2014

What is Authentic
Discipleship?

APPLICATION
How do I want to grow in “the hidden person of the heart” (1 Pe 3:4)?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 12; 1 Peter 3:1-4
“Truth” and “testimony” are two key words in 3 John that are interlinked.
“Truth” is repeated six times (3 Jn 1, 3, 4, 8, 12), and “testimony” as a
verb and a noun occurs five times (vv. 3, 4, 12). Demetrius receives “the
full complement of three witnesses (Dt 19:15; 1 Jn 5:7-8)”19 concerning
his character: “everyone” – “every Christian who knew him”20, “the truth
itself” and John himself (v. 12). What’s most amazing is “the truth itself”
testifies to him as “walking in the truth” (vv. 3, 4). It means that the
truth Demetrius professes is “embodied in him”21, such that “if the truth
could speak, it too would testify that his life was in accord with its own
standards”22. It is as good as saying that God Himself testifies to his life.

PRAYER

The Christian genuineness of Demetrius is “self-evident”23 – “apart from
the human voice, the facts themselves testified in his favour” . But it is
24

God, You are my Father who is

“possible for a person to miss obtaining human favour and yet to enjoy

in secret, who sees in secret.27

God’s favour”25. Authentic discipleship is what God sees in you.

I want to live my life in this

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

reality, in the audience of

OBSERVATION

One. Let it be that it matters

Pray for significant people:

may see me or what they may

Pray for those in need:

nothing to me how humans

How does Peter describe authentic discipleship in 1 Peter 3:1-4?26

think of me. Help me to, above
all else, watch over my heart

with all diligence,28 and walk

Pray for self:

in the truth. Amen.

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
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I. Howard Marshall, 93
I. Howard Marshall, 93
John Stott, 233
F. F. Bruce, 155
John Stott, 233
F. F. Bruce, 155
I. Howard Marshall, 93
What Peter teaches specifically for Christian wives in 1 Peter 3:1-4 are relevant and applicable in general.
Matthew 6:6
Proverbs 4:23
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November 12,
Wednesday

2014

A Life of Influence
and Impact

APPLICATION
How do I want my life to influence and impact others?

SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 11:4; 2 Timothy 3:10-11
A key word in this one-verse story of Abel’s life is “testify” (v. 4) – the same
verb repeated in 3 John (vv. 3, 4, 12). The verb shows two ends of a certain
kind of testimony: God “testifying” to Abel, and Abel “[obtaining] the
testimony” from God. What ultimately matters is what God sees in me and
says about me. God judged that Abel offered to Him “a better sacrifice” than
Cain. The divine judgment was not on the type of sacrifice offered but the
heart in worship to God. God “testified” to Abel’s character as “righteous” –
a true worshipper whom God seeks (Jn 4:23). Abel’s “righteous” character
made his “gifts” in worship acceptable and pleasing to God. Abel’s worship
to God was costly – his life (1 Jn 3:12). But Abel’s life did not end with death.
Every verb in the verse is in the past tense, except for “he is dead, he still
speaks” which is in the present tense. Do I want my life to be such that when
I am dead I still speak? A life of influence and impact! The key is: What God
testifies about my life.

PRAYER
Lord, I want to live a life

OBSERVATION
What does Paul say about his life in 2 Timothy 3:10-11?

that influences and impacts
others to follow You. For

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

this is a divine design: We

are to consider all the good
that has come from the

Pray for significant people:

lives of others and follow

the example of their faith.29
Strengthen and deepen my

Pray for those in need:

walk with You so that others
can see You as real and Your
character reflected in this

Pray for self:

humble life. Amen.

29 Hebrews 13:7
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November 13,
Thursday

2014

Root and Fruit
of Discipleship

APPLICATION
What would I do with areas in my Christian life that lack being firmly
rooted and built up in Christ?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 11; Colossians 2:6-7
“Do not imitate what is evil, but what is good” (3 Jn 11a). “What is good” and
“what is evil” are realities fleshed out by “the one doing good” and “the one
doing evil” respectively (v. 11b). “The one doing good” and “the one doing
evil” refer to people – their character. The practice reflects the person. The
being is expressed and evident in the doing. Good or bad, it is an inescapable
from-the-inside-out reality. And the root of our being inside us is theological:
It is “of God” and “have seen God” (v. 11b). To be “of God” is “being born of
God and [in possession of] that eternal life which is the power of God within
a redeemed personality. A life of goodness can be produced only by the life
of God within”.30 To “have seen God” is “not referring to a mystical vision
of God perceived in a state of heightened emotion or spiritual sensitivity”.31
We see God in Christ, the living Word, revealed to faith in the pages of the
written Word (cf. Jn 14:7). The theological is the root; the practical is the
fruit. And the root determines the fruit.

OBSERVATION
How does Paul describe the Christian life in Colossians 2:6-7?

PRAYER
Lord, I pray that as I take

time to feed on Your living

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

bread and drink Your living

Pray for leaders:

my soul and spirit, that my

Pray for significant people:

strong and deep in You, and

Pray for those in need:

water, nourish and nurture
spiritual roots may grow

that I continue to live in You

and You in me, and bear much
fruit, for apart from You I can

Pray for self:

do nothing. Amen.
32

30 David Jackman, 200
31 David Jackman, 200
32 John 15:5
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November 14,
Friday

2014

The Lord’s
Church in Reality

APPLICATION
How am I contributing to the qualitative growth of the church through
my life and service to God?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 5-6, 9-10; Ephesians 4:1-6
“The church” is mentioned three times in 3 John (vv. 6, 9, 10). Gaius,
Diotrephes and Demetrius are “three different, and yet representative,
church members”33 around whom 3 John revolves, giving us “a clearer
glimpse into the inner life of a first-century church”.34 While the Church
is “the church of God” (cf. 1 Co 10:32), the evil is ever mingled with the
good in the visible Church.35 The early church was certainly not without
its problems, nor is its 21st century equivalent. They are “problems of our
sinful human nature, which will be with us until Christ comes again – and
yet every one of them could be met by God’s superabundant grace”36.
Oftentimes, we talk negatively and critically about the church, “Why is the
church like that?” We talk as if we are not part of the church. If there is a

PRAYER

problem in the church, we are part of the problem. It is not enough for us

Grant more of Thy Spirit to

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

all Thy churches and servants

to point out the problems of the church; we should also suggest possible

in the world; that as their

solutions to the problems, and most importantly, offer ourselves to be part

darkness and selfishness and

of the solution.

Pray for leaders:

imperfections have defiled

and divided and weakened
them, and made them

OBSERVATION

Pray for significant people:

scandalous and harsh toward

What does God want His Church to be characterised by according to
Ephesians 4:1-6?

unbelievers, so may their

Pray for those in need:

knowledge, self-denial and

impartial love truly reform,

unite and strengthen them –

Pray for self:

that the glory of their holiness

may win an unbelieving world
to Christ. (Richard Baxter)

33
34
35
36

42

David Jackman, 202
John Stott, 220
John Stott, 228
David Jackman, 202
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November 15,
Saturday

2014

APPLICATION

Redeemed Relationship
of Redeemed People

What is lacking in my character in my relationship with God’s people as
listed in Colossians 3:12-14?

SCRIPTURE
3 John 13-15; Colossians 3:12-14
3 John concludes with a picture of the redeemed relationship of God’s
redeemed people. Personal in contact: John has “many things to write”
to Gaius, but he is “not willing to write” (v. 13), for he prefers to “see”
him and “speak face to face” with him (v. 14). Peace in conflicts: “Peace
be to you” (v. 15a), a Hebrew greeting “invested with new meaning by
Jesus after the resurrection (Jn 20:19, 21, 26), is an appropriate prayer
for Gaius”37, in view of “the pressures Gaius was under and the state of
war that seems to have existed in the church”38. Conflicts between the
imperfect redeemed people of God – in marriage, home and church –
continue to happen. It is an inevitable part of the growth process. Friends
of truth: The “friends” John mentions (v. 15b) are friends in Christ, who

PRAYER

“share a friendship based on common faith and truthful living”39. Such
friends are friends of Jesus (Jn 15:14-15). Worth of individuals: John greets

Father, help me to see myself

his friends “by name” (v. 15b). Christians “should not lose their individual

and Your other children

identity and importance in the group”40.

together as chosen of God,

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

holy and dearly loved by
You. Grant me to grow

OBSERVATION

in compassion, kindness,

What should characterise the redeemed relationship of God’s redeemed
people according to Colossians 3:12-14?

patience, to be able to bear

Pray for significant people:

humility, gentleness and
with others and forgive

Pray for those in need:

whatever grievances I may

have against others, as You
forgive me. Build us all up

Pray for self:

in love, which is the perfect
bond of unity. Amen.

37
38
39
40

44

John Stott, 234
David Jackman, 201
Stephen Smalley, 364
John Stott, 234
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Sermon Notes

November 16,
Sunday

2014

Topic:

Principles to Live by:
What are the biblical principles found in this passage?

Scripture:
Main Points:

Practical Life Applications:
What is one thing that I will do in the coming week?

REVIEW:

What was my high point and my low point for the week?

What gave me life and what drained me?

How was the Spirit of God at work?
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REFLECT:

What is one key thing that God said to me this week in light of what
has happened?

GOD WILL PROVIDE

God will provide all the things we need. We don’t have to worry
about anything.

Scripture - Philippians 4:19
1. ACTIVITY BITE
Props: A piece of cake, jam, honey or a toy car
For each item, think of how it was made and where the raw materials
come from. You can search the Internet for information (e.g. bread is
made from flour, and flour comes from wheat).

a. What is one thing I need to do in light of what God is saying?

3. LEARNING POINT
We need many things in life to live and work, such as food, friends
and rest. These are the things we can’t live without. However, there
are things we want to have that we can live without like big houses,
expensive shoes or luxury jewellery. God promises to provide what
we need so that we will have enough. However, He may not give us
the things we want so that we can learn to be contented. So stop
worrying and trust Him to take care of us.

b. Journal your prayer.

4. ACTION POINT
Do you have any extra items that you don’t need like stationery or
watches? Consider passing some to those who don’t have them. God
may be using you to provide for those who need them.
5. PRAYER POWER
(Ask your children to pray after you.)
Dear God, I thank You for providing everything I need. Help me think
of those who don’t have much. Maybe I can bless them too. In Jesus’
name I pray, amen.

family devotional week three

RESPONSE:

2. CHAT TIME
Q1: Guess who made all these raw materials?
Q2: What if these raw materials are no longer available anywhere in
the world? How would we make these items (i.e. how can we make
bread if there isn’t any wheat)?
Q3: Philippians 4:6 says that God will meet all our needs. What are
the things you really need and what are the things you want?

november
48
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November 17,
Monday

2014

Jesus Came as
the Servant-King

APPLICATION
How do I want to be like Jesus in following Him as a servant of God?

SCRIPTURE
Mark 1:9-20
In Mark, Jesus is the Servant-King, whose “human servanthood and divine
lordship”41 is seen in His “action-oriented”42 ministry. Mark begins Jesus’
mission with “Jesus came from Nazareth” (v. 9a) and concludes with “Jesus
the Nazarene, who has been crucified” (Mk 16:6). “Can any good thing come
out of Nazareth?” (Jn 1:46). Jesus chose Nazareth for His hometown and
identity to associate Himself with the least of humanity. He was baptised
with “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” to associate
Himself with sinners (Mk 1:4, 9b). He subjected Himself to the Holy Spirit’s
anointing, recognising it as necessary to becoming a servant of God (v. 10;
cf. Isa 42:1). His Father’s affirmation of Him, “You are My Son, whom I love;
with You I am well-pleased” (v. 11, NIV), sums up the essence of what He is
to His Father. He was impelled by the Spirit to face Satan’s attack (v. 12-13).
There is no mention of victory, implying the conflict continues. The Son of
God was the Servant of God appointed to Kingdom work (vv. 14-15). And
after all these, Jesus called four fishermen – “Follow Me” (vv. 16-20).

PRAYER
O Servant-King, full of

What does “Follow Me” in Mark 1:16-20 mean in light of the portrait of
Jesus in verses 9-15?

Give thanks:

meekness and majesty, I

worship You. You existed in

OBSERVATION

Prayer Pointers

Pray for family:

the form of God, but You
disregarded equality with

God – a thing to be grasped

Pray for bosses:

– and emptied Yourself to

take on humanity and the

form of a bond-servant, and

Pray for peers and staff:

humbled Yourself to die a

criminal death on the cross.

You condescended Yourself so

Pray for self:

lowly. O how lowly I ought to
bow in worship to You!

41 SJ. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book (Zondervan, 1960), 193
42 D. A. Carson & Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament (Zondervan, 1992, 2005), 169
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November 18,
Tuesday

2014

Authority of the
Servant-King

APPLICATION
How is divine authority evident in my service to God?

SCRIPTURE
Mark 1:21-31
Mark can be divided into two halves: the Servant who Rules (1:1 – 8:26)
and the Ruler who Serves (8:27 – 16:20).43 The first thing Mark seeks to
establish in Jesus’ first public ministry is His authority (vv. 21-31). When
He taught the Word of God in the synagogue, His hearers saw that He
taught with “authority” (v. 22). When a demon manifested in a man there,
Jesus “rebuked” it (“Be quiet, and come out of him”, v. 23-25). The people
immediately recognised His “authority” and testified, “He commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey Him” (vv. 26-27). This is the authority of
the Servant-King, the Son of God, “Jesus of Nazareth” (v. 24). Mark’s point
in 1:9-31 is this: To follow Jesus is to serve Him (vv. 16-20) – and to serve
like Him (vv. 9-15) and serve under Him (vv. 16-31). There is divine authority
in true Christian ministry. We don’t need to exert it with deliberate human

PRAYER

intentions and effort. It is there when we truly serve in Jesus’ name and
speak God’s Word truly, for His glory as He directs us.

How does Mark show Jesus’ authority in Mark 1:29-31?

Give thanks:

Lord, guard me from

presumptuousness in my

OBSERVATION

Prayer Pointers

ministry. For it is altogether

Pray for family:

name, cast out demons in Your

Pray for bosses:

possible to prophesy in Your

name, perform many miracles
in Your name, but it is all

phoney.44 Help me to live and

Pray for peers and staff:

serve You according to Your

will45 and for Your glory, that
You may work through me

Pray for self:

with Your authority. Amen.

43 Ray Stedman, The Servant Who Rules: Volume One – Mark 1-8, edited by James Denney (Discovery House Publisher,

2002), 13

44 Matthew 7:22
45 Matthew 7:21
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November 19,
Wednesday

2014

Ministry of the
Servant-King

APPLICATION
To what extent is my service to God characterised by the core
character of the Servant-King’s ministry?

SCRIPTURE
Mark 1:32-39; 3:13-15
Mark 1:32-39 presents the core character of the ministry of Jesus the
Servant-King. The work of God: It is a work of saving and changing lives
(“He healed many…cast out many demons”, v. 34). Saving and changing
lives is divine work. The work of God is the work of God. We are just
human channels and instruments. The walk with God: At the heart of
Jesus’ intensive ministry (vv. 32-34) is intimacy with God, developed
in “a secluded place…praying there” (v. 35). The will of God: While
“everyone is looking for” Jesus to meet their needs (vv. 36-37), Jesus
did not avail Himself to serve everyone, every time and every need.
Jesus served according to God’s will, by divine appointment (Let us go
somewhere else…for that is what I came for”, v. 38). Jesus could discern
God’s will because He walked closely with God (v. 35). The Word of
God: Jesus’ primary ministry before the cross was “preaching” the Word
of God (v. 39), for “that is what I came for” (v. 38). When Jesus “saw a
large crowd…like sheep without a shepherd…He began to teach them
many things” (Mk 6:34). In our ministry, follow Jesus.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, be gracious to

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

me to remind me whenever

OBSERVATION
What constitutes Jesus’ calling for us according to Mark 3:13-15?

I forget that You have

Pray for family:

redeemed me, first and

foremost, to be with You, to

have fellowship with You, to

Pray for bosses:

follow You, to know You, for
this is the eternal life that I

have in You. It is all too easy

Pray for peers and staff:

for me to neglect what is

most important even in my

ministry, when I am so busy

Pray for self:

and in a hurry. Amen.
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November 20,
Thursday

2014

Sovereignty of the
Servant-King (1)

APPLICATION
How do I place the sovereignty of God in helpless situations in my
personal life and ministry to people?

SCRIPTURE
Mark 4:35-41; 5:1-15
In following Jesus, we do find ourselves – in our personal lives and ministry
to people – in a boat and “there [arises] a fierce gale of wind and the
waves [are] breaking over the boat so much that the boat [fills] up” with
water (Mk 4:37). A helpless situation. We are totally wet and feeling cold,
and the boat is about to overturn or sink any time. In our desperation, we
question God, “Do You not care that we are perishing?” (v. 38). We focus
on our circumstances and God’s care. The theological centre of the story is
not God caring for us (it is a given), but God is in control – “even the wind
and the sea obey Him” (v. 41). Sometimes, the sovereign Lord is sleeping
while we are struggling in the storms of life (v. 38). We feel we are alone
without Him. But that’s not true. He is present with us, but He is sleeping
in His sovereignty. He can wake up anytime, as He wills, to speak to the
storm to still it (v. 39). The disciples’ “Who then is this?” (v. 41) reflects
the divine agenda for us: To know God.

PRAYER
OBSERVATION
How do the condition of the demon-possessed man in Mark 5:1-5 and
Jesus’ response to him in verses 6-15 demonstrate the sovereignty of
the Servant-King?

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

As the rain hides the stars,

as the autumn mist hides the
hills, as the clouds veil the

blue of the sky, so the dark

happenings of my lot hide the

Pray for leaders:

Pray for significant people:

shinning of Thy face from me.
Yet, if I may hold Thy hand

in the darkness, it is enough.
Since I know that, though

I may stumble in my going,

Pray for those in need:

Pray for self:

Thou dost not fall.46

46 A Celtic prayer, The SPCK Book of Christian Prayer, 285
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November 21,
Friday

2014

Sovereignty of the
Servant-King (2)

APPLICATION
How do I place the sovereignty of God in “beyond redemption”
situations in my personal life and ministry to people?

SCRIPTURE
Mark 5:21-43
Jairus’ little daughter is so sick that she is “at the point of death” (Mk 5:23).
So, Jairus searches for Jesus, his only one hope. When he finds Him, he
pleads with Him earnestly and fervently to heal his dying daughter so that
she can live (vv. 22-23). There’s a great sense of urgency. On their way to
Jairus’ home, Jesus stops to heal a very sick woman (vv. 25-34). Imagine
how Jairus feels at this moment, as he is conscious of the clock ticking away.
Every second counts for him. But, Jesus does not have the same sense of
urgency as Jairus’ – and ours. Just after Jesus healed the woman, Jairus
receives the bad news: “Your daughter has died” (v. 35). It’s over. “Why
trouble the Teacher anymore?” (v. 35). God has come too late! Has He? The
theological point of the story is God is in sovereign control, and He does let
things go “beyond redemption”. But He can easily and “immediately” raise
our “Jairus’ daughter” from the dead (vv. 41-42). However, God exercises His
sovereign power according to His sovereign purpose. That’s God’s sovereign
freedom and wisdom.

PRAYER

How do the condition of the sick woman in Mark 5:25-26 and Jesus’
response to her in verses 27-34 demonstrate the sovereignty of the
Servant-King?

Give thanks:

Lord, when my understanding
is perplexed by doubt or I am

OBSERVATION

Prayer Pointers

at the point of giving up, when

Pray for leaders:

the most intelligent men see
no further than the coming

evening, and know not what

Pray for significant people:

they shall do tomorrow, send

me a clear assurance that You
are there and that You will

ensure that not all the roads

of goodness are barred.47 Into

Pray for those in need:

Pray for self:

Your loving sovereign hands I
commit my life. Amen.

47 Adapted from The SPCK Book of Christian Prayer, 284
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November 22,
Saturday

2014

Humility of the
Servant-King

APPLICATION
How do I want to have the servant question, “What do you want Me
to do for you?”, to be in my spiritual bloodstream?

SCRIPTURE
Mark 10:35-52
The “hamburger” structure of Mark 10:35-52 communicates a clear message:
“What do you want Me to do for you?” (v. 36)
“The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (v. 45)
“What do you want Me to do for you?” (v. 51)
This question of Jesus, “What do you want Me to do for you?”, is repeated
twice in two different consecutive stories. It is a servant question. To be more
exact, in the context, it is a servant question of the Servant-King, who “did not
come to be served, but to serve”. James and John seek from Jesus positions
of authority – to sit on Jesus’ right hand and left hand – and “glory” (v. 37).
The idea of authority is alluded to from “authority” in verse 42. The authority
that Jesus has is radically different from the “rulers of the Gentiles”, whose
“authority over them” is to “lord it over them”. Jesus’ authority is for serving,
and even as the only rightful Ruler, He rules by serving. As the “first”, Jesus
came as a “servant” and “slave of all” (vv. 44-45). This is the humility of the
Servant-King (cf. Php 2:6-8). Follow the Servant-King.

PRAYER
Fill me with Your Spirit,

OBSERVATION

O Servant God, that Your

Why does Jesus fulfil His “What do you want Me to do for you?” for
Bartimaeus the blind beggar (Mk 10:46-52) but not for James and John
(vv. 35-45)?

do you want Me to do for

servant question, “What
you?”, be in my spiritual
bloodstream. Teach me

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for family:

Pray for bosses:

and help me to serve others
like You, with leading,

discernment, wisdom and

power from On High. For like
Yourself, You have not called

Pray for peers and staff:

Pray for self:

me to serve all people, all

needs, at all times. Amen.
60
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Sermon Notes

November 23,
Sunday

2014

Topic:

Principles to Live by:
What are the biblical principles found in this passage?

Scripture:
Main Points:

Practical Life Applications:
What is one thing that I will do in the coming week?

REVIEW:

What was my high point and my low point for the week?

What gave me life and what drained me?

How was the Spirit of God at work?
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REFLECT:

What is one key thing that God said to me this week in light of what
has happened?

GOD IS WITH ME

God is with me all the time. He will never leave me.

Scripture - Isaiah 41:10
1. ACTIVITY BITE
Prop: A clear plastic bag
Blow some air into the bag until it is full. Ask your children: “What’s
in the bag?” (Air!) “Can you see it?” (No!) “Yes, you can’t see it but
it’s inside the bag. Where else can you find air?” (Everywhere or all
around you).

a. What is one thing I need to do in light of what God is saying?

3. LEARNING POINT
God is like the air around you. He is there whether you are in your
bedroom, at a shopping centre or on top of a mountain. He wants to
be with you all the time because He wants to care for you. This is His
promise to you. So whenever you feel alone or scared, He is there like
the air that surrounds you. And you can talk to Him right there.
4. ACTION POINT
Close your eyes and take a deep breath. Feel the air around you. Talk
to God now because He is next to you like the air that surrounds you.
You can do this too, wherever you go!

b. Journal your prayer.

5. PRAYER POWER
(Ask your children to pray after you.)
Thank You, God, for being with me. I don’t have to feel lonely or
scared anymore. I can talk to You whenever I want to. Amen.

family devotional week four

RESPONSE:

2. CHAT TIME
Q1: Was there a time when you felt alone or scared?
Q2: During those moments, which person did you wish was there to
make you feel better?
Q3: What does Isaiah 41:10 tell you about God?

november
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November 24,
Monday

2014

Be Real: Check
Before God

APPLICATION
How can I be sure that my life is one of authentic discipleship?

SCRIPTURE
1 John 2:3-6
1, 2 and 3 John call us to authentic discipleship: Be real. “Truth” is a key word
in John’s three letters, repeated 20 times altogether (nine times in 1 John,48
five times in 2 John49 and six times in 3 John50). There are two inescapable
opposing realities in the world we live in: truth and lies, light and darkness.
“God is Light” (1 Jn 1:5), and He is “the true Light” (1 Jn 2:8). And because
of this, it is of absolute necessity that we belong to the light and the truth;
that what is true in God is also true in us (2:8). Otherwise, darkness and
falsehood dominate our lives. We cannot be neutral. Being real or not is
found in what we believe and how we live. What we believe shapes how we
live, and how we live shows what we believe. In John’s call to be real, the
first thing he addresses is a reality check: “If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie” (1 Jn 1:5-6) – we lie to God,

PRAYER

to others, to ourselves. We know we are real when we do regular reality
checks before God.

God who alone can see the
deepest depth of my heart,
You have revealed in Your

OBSERVATION

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for family:

Word that it is possible for
me to do what is right and

What is authentic discipleship like according to 1 John 2:3-6?

pleasing in Your sight, but not

Pray for bosses:

with a whole heart.51 Show
me from Your Word how

You see, for I can see as You

Pray for peers and staff:

see only when I know how

You see, especially my heart.

Pray for self:

Help me to be real before
You. Amen.

48
49
50
51
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1 John 1:6, 8; 2:4, 21; 3:18, 19; 4:6; 5:6
2 John 1-4
3 John 1, 3, 4, 8, 12
2 Chronicles 25:2
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November 25,
Tuesday

2014

Be Real:
Communion with God

APPLICATION
What is the state of my fellowship with God right now?

SCRIPTURE
1 John 1:5-10
Authentic discipleship begins with and is built in continual communion
with God. God reveals Himself in “the Word of Life” that we may have
“fellowship” “with the Father and with His Son” when we believe in Christ
and receive “eternal life” (1 Jn 1:1-3). To have fellowship with God is to
“walk in the Light as He Himself is the Light” (v. 7) and “practice the truth”
(v. 6). And eternal life is to know God (Jn 17:3). At the heart of authentic
discipleship is knowing God. To “know God” is a key emphasis in 1 John
(repeated nine times52). And God intends for us to know Him personally
and relationally through continual fellowship with Him. In discipling His 12
disciples, Jesus has a simple and clear two-fold central focus: “Your name”
– who God is; and “Your word” – what God says (Jn 17:6). And God has
revealed His name in His Word. Communion with God must be a regular
discipline. It is also dynamic throughout the day of our everyday life,
living consciously in God’s presence. Communion with God must be
continual in nature.

PRAYER
One thing I ask of You, Lord,
the thing I seek most is to

live in the house of the Lord

OBSERVATION
Why is fellowship with God so vitally important according to
1 John 1:5-10?

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for family:

all the days of my life, gazing
on Your beauty and glory,

delighting in Your perfect

Pray for bosses:

character, meditating on

You in Your presence.53 My
heart hears You say, “Come

Pray for peers and staff:

and talk with Me.” And my

heart responds, “Lord, I am

Pray for self:

coming.” 54 Draw me close to
You, Lord. Amen.

52 1 John 2:3, 4, 13, 14; 3:6; 4:6, 7, 8; 5:20
53 Psalm 27:4
53 Psalm 27:8
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November 26,
Wednesday

2014

Be Real:
Consecration to God

APPLICATION
What areas in my life do I need to pay attention to in walking in the
truth and in love?

SCRIPTURE
2 John 4-6
When we truly know God’s name and His Word through communion
with Him, it will lead us to consecration to God. Knowing God is evident
in obeying His commandments (1 Jn 2:3). When we claim to know God
and yet not walk in obedience to His Word, we are not real – “a liar” and
“the truth is not in” us ( 2:4). All God’s commandments are summed up
in one commandment: Love (see 4:21 with 5:2). Consecration to God is
remaining in God – another emphasis in 1 John.55 When we truly remain
in God, we do not sin, for “no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him”
(3:6). In this regard, John is theologically both idealistic and realistic. In the
same breath he says, “I am writing these things to you so that you may not
sin. And if anyone sins…” (2:1). Biblical discipleship is both the already and
the not yet. In the “not yet” dimension, we progress spiritually three steps
forward, two steps back. To be real is to recognise our sins and seek God’s
forgiveness (1:8-10). We cannot live consecrated lives without “the blood
of Jesus His Son” which “cleanses us from all sin” (1:7).

PRAYER
Lord, open Your Word to

me, and open the eyes of my

OBSERVATION
What is a basic framework for living a life consecrated to God as given
in 2 John 4-6?

heart to see the immensely

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for family:

rich treasures of Your Word.
Strengthen my heart to

walk faithfully in the truth.
Empower me with Your
Spirit that I may know

Pray for bosses:

Pray for peers and staff:

the love of Christ which

surpasses knowledge, that
I may be filled with all the

Pray for self:

fullness of God,56 and walk
in love. Amen.

55 1 John 2:6, 24, 27, 28; 3:6
56 Ephesians 3:16, 19
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November 27,
Thursday

2014

Be Real:
Character Like God

APPLICATION
How have I grown in character to be more like God, or have I become
less like Him over the past one year?

SCRIPTURE
2 John 1-3
Communion with God produces consecration to God, and consecration
to God produces God-like character in us. Biblical Christianity can be
summed up in two simple words: “Follow Me” (Jn 1:43; 21:19). The journey
of following Jesus is eschatological in nature. The end of our discipleship
journey is “when He appears” (1 Jn 3:2). And “when He appears, we will be
like Him” (3:2). Since that is our destiny, it is natural then that our journey
is “to walk in the same manner as He walked” (2:6). We “ought” to walk in
this way – it is imperative. The cross is “the supreme moment in the history
of God’s self-disclosure”57 and “central to the nature of God”58; John sums
up the cross in one word: “love” (“We know love by this, that He laid down
His life for us”, 3:16). For John, hung on the cross as “the propitiation for our
sins” is “God is love” (4:8-10). To “walk in the same manner as He walked” is
essentially to walk in love – and “love in truth” (2 Jn 1; 3 Jn 1). That’s what it
means to be real.

OBSERVATION
How does John’s life show that it bears the character like God (2 Jn 1-3)?

PRAYER
Spirit of Jesus, fill me and
empower me to imitate

God in everything I do as
God’s child dearly loved

by Him; to live a life filled

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:
Pray for leaders:
Pray for significant people:

with love, following the
example of Christ, who

Pray for those in need:

Himself as a sacrifice for

Pray for self:

loved me and offered

me, a pleasing aroma to
God.58 Amen.

57 Richard Rice, The Openness of God (IVP, 1994), 44
58 Richard Rice, 45
59 Ephesians 5:1-2
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November 28,
Friday

2014

Be Real:
Confidence Before God

APPLICATION
How would I deal with areas in my life where I lack the confidence
before God that He wants me to have?

SCRIPTURE
1 John 4:16-18
John talks about our confidence before God in terms of the past, the
present and the future. We can be confident before God in the future “when
He appears…at His coming” (1 Jn 2:28) and “in the day of judgment” (4:17).
What gives us that confidence is we “remain in Him” (2:28) – following
Him faithfully, living a righteous life (2:29), as “children of God” who know
God (3:1) and love God and people (4:7-8). When we live our lives like
this, “we have confidence before God” in the present – that is, “whatever
we ask we receive from Him” (3:21-22). For when we walk rightly with
God, we will know His will, and “ask anything according to His will”, with
“the confidence before Him” that “He hears us” (5:14-15). But we do sin
when we seek to follow the Lord faithfully; and when this happens, “our
heart condemns us” (3:20). But God wants to “set our hearts at rest in His
presence whenever our hearts condemn us”, for He the forgiving God
(cf. 1:9) is “greater than our hearts, and He knows everything” (3:20). We
can be confident before God concerning our past sins.

PRAYER
God, I thank You, that You
have made me right before

You in Christ, and through

OBSERVATION

Him I have peace with You.

What characterises a life of confidence before God according to 1 John
4:16-18?

Christ has brought me into

Because of my faith in You,

Prayer Pointers
Give thanks:

Pray for leaders:

Pray for significant people:

this place of undeserved

privilege where I now stand
with confidence, even

Your gracious and glorious

presence. And I confidently

Pray for those in need:

Pray for self:

and joyfully look forward to

sharing Your glory.60 Amen.
60 Romans 5:1-2
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November 29,
Saturday

2014

Be Real:
Carefulness in God

APPLICATION
How can I detect and discern my life idols and the forms that
they take?

SCRIPTURE
1 John 5:20-21
“Walk” and “watch” are two key discipleship actions that John is calling
us to: “walking in truth” (2 Jn 4; 3 Jn 3, 4), “walk according to His
commandments”, “walk in love” (2 Jn 6), and “watch yourselves” (2 Jn 8).
“Truth”, “commandment/s” and “love” are key words in the letters of John.
Be watchful in two directions: outward and inward. Be watchful outward for
false teachings – doctrinal, religious, philosophical and cultural. We ought
to seriously take heed to “do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God” (1 Jn 4:1); all the more so in today’s
post-modern world of pluralism, relativism and subjectivism. Be watchful
inward (“watch yourselves”) to guard against being deceived by the “many
deceivers” in the world (2 Jn 7-9; 1 Jn 2:26; 3:7); from becoming worldly
in our worldview and values (1 Jn 2:15-16); from “deceiving ourselves and
the truth is not in us” in the area of spirituality (1 Jn 1:6, 8); from pride like
Diotrephes, who rejects the truth (3 Jn 9). The key is seek, know and live by
the truth as revealed in Scripture.

PRAYER

Why does John end 1 John with the call to be watchful against idols
(1 Jn 5:20-21)?

Give thanks:

God, You guide the meek in
judgment, and cause light

OBSERVATION

Prayer Pointers

to rise up in darkness for the

Pray for family:

godly. Give me, in all my

doubts and uncertainties,

the grace to ask what You

Pray for bosses:

would have me to do;

that the Spirit of wisdom

may save me from all false
choices, and that in Your

light I may see light and in

Pray for peers and staff:

Pray for self:

Your straight path I may not
stumble.61 Amen.

61 Adapted from The SPCK Book of Christian Prayer, 236
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Sermon Notes

November 30,
Sunday

2014

Topic:

Principles to Live by:
What are the biblical principles found in this passage?

Scripture:
Main Points:

Practical Life Applications:
What is one thing that I will do in the coming week?

REVIEW:

What was my high point and my low point for the week?

What gave me life and what drained me?

How was the Spirit of God at work?
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REFLECT:

What is one key thing that God said to me this week in light of what
has happened?

GOD IS MY GOOD SHEPHERD

God is our good shepherd. He will take care of us.

Scripture - John 10:1-18
1. ACTIVITY BITE
Search the internet for information about how shepherds take care
of sheep.
2. CHAT TIME
Q1: How does a shepherd take care of his sheep?
Q2: What dangers do sheep face? What could happen to a sheep if
it does not want to listen to the shepherd?
Q3: What does this tell us about God who is called the good
shepherd in John 10?

RESPONSE:

4. ACTION POINT
Let’s practice listening to God by obeying His Word. Go through
the Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22. Select one and talk about
what it means and how to put it into action. Do this as a family.

b. Journal your prayer.

5. PRAYER POWER
(Ask your children to pray after you.)
Dear God, thank You for being our good shepherd. I am safe in Your
hands. Help me to listen to Your voice and obey You daily. In Jesus’
name I pray, Amen.

family devotional week five

a. What is one thing I need to do in light of what God is saying?

3. LEARNING POINT
Sheep are weak animals that are unable to take care of themselves
or defend themselves from wild animals on their own. They totally
depend on the shepherd for care and protection. The shepherd will
go all the way to make sure that his sheep are safe and have enough
food to eat. Jesus says that He is our good shepherd. It means He
will care for us and protect us against the enemy. So we must listen
to His voice by obeying Him and not wander off on our own.
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Missions Prayer
FOCUS OF THE MONTH

East Asia Marketplace Ministries
WE HAVE HEARD THAT INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP HAPPENS AT
work when we intentionally communicate biblical values in word and deed.
What if you are placed in a country or a culture where giving or accepting
bribes is considered the norm? Or what if upholding God’s moral standards
in the marketplace could potentially result in losing your job or a business
deal? Will you stand firm, and continue to trust God to provide and to make
a difference for Him? These are some of the tough choices that believers
face in countries or societies where the majority do not know God.
In the account of Luke 19:29-35, the donkey was a symbol of commerce
in Jesus’ day, which provided a source of income to people. When Jesus
told the disciples to go untie the donkey, He was taking over someone’s
work and source of income. But Jesus had need of that donkey to make His
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Today He has need of our “donkeys” to build
His kingdom through the marketplace.1

3. AK – Pray for:
• The business to thrive, while continuing to uphold God’s moral
standards in business.
• The salvation of the business partner, “Ms L”.
• God’s protection, rest and strength in the midst of running the business
and the discipleship group. Pray also for wisdom to encourage the core
group members to attend cell meetings in the midst of work travel
and stress.

Here are some areas where we can pray for our workers and their coworkers who are serving in the marketplace in East Asia (read Matthew
13:3-8,18-23 to help you in prayer):

1 Os Hillman, The 9 to 5 Window (Regal Books, 2005)

1. SH&LY – Pray for:
• God’s enabling to find balance in family life, home-schooling and
medical responsibilities with the increase in ministry opportunities.
• The right people to work with the medical team – some may be prebelievers. Pray for those who join to have hearts that are prepared to
hear and receive the gospel.
• Divine appointment opportunities for people seeking treatment.
• Local business cooperatives, started by minority believers as a form of
outreach to the communities, to thrive and become a self-sustaining
livelihood. Ask God to keep them united and to cling on to their business
and spiritual goals.
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2. J&S – Pray for:
• God’s protection over the health of the family (the city is frequently
enveloped by smog and food and water are often polluted).
• The training process and God’s empowering of the local leaders to take
over leadership.
• Those who have been trained and mentored to be fruitful and impact
lives whether in the marketplace or the ministry.

Passages to read:
LUKE 19:29-35
MATTHEW 13:3-8,18-23

83

DEVOTIONAL JOURNAL 2014

worship songs
HOLY SPIRIT

BE THOU MY VISION

Verse 1
There’s nothing worth more that will ever come close
No thing can compare You’re our living hope
Your Presence

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Nought be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Verse 2
I’ve tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is
undone
In Your presence Lord

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Chorus 1
Holy Spirit You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your presence Lord
(Your presence Lord)
(Your presence)
(Oh God how we love Your presence Lord)
Bridge
Let us become more aware of Your presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness (Lord)
“Holy Spirit” words & music by Bryan Torwalt | Katie Torwalt
© 2011 Jesus Culture (Admin. by K I Publishing)
CCLI License # 324618
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Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always,
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
Chorus
Oh, God, be my everything, be my delight
Be Jesus, my glory my soul’s satisfied
Oh, God, be my everything, be my delight
Be Jesus, my glory my soul’s satisfied
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
“Be Thou My Vision” words & music by Eleanor Henrietta Hull | Mary Elizabeth Byrne
© Words: Public Domain
CCLI License # 324618
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OUR GOD

WHOM SHALL I FEAR

Verse 1
Water You turned into wine
Opened the eyes of the blind
There’s no one like You
None like You

Verse 1
You hear me when I call
You are my morning song
Though darkness fills the night
It cannot hide the light

Verse 2
Into the darkness You shine
Out of the ashes we rise
There’s no one like You
None like You

Whom shall I fear
You crush the enemy underneath my feet
You are my sword and shield
Though troubles linger still
Whom shall I fear

Chorus
Our God is greater
Our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other
Our God is Healer

Chorus
I know Who goes before me
I know Who stands behind
The God of angel armies is always by my side
The One who reigns forever
He is a friend of mine
The God of angel armies is always by my side

Awesome in power,
Our God
Our God
Bridge
And if our God is for us
Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us
Then what could stand against
“Our God” words & music by Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves | Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman
© 2010 Said And Done Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing); sixsteps
Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing); Thankyou Music (Admin. by
EMI Christian Music Publishing); Vamos Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music
Publishing); worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing);
SHOUT! Music Publishing
CCLI License # 324618
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Verse 2
My strength is in Your name
For You alone can save
You will deliver me
Yours is the victory
Whom shall I fear
Whom shall I fear
(Whom shall I fear)
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WHOM SHALL I FEAR (CONT’D)

TIMES OF REFRESHING

Bridge
(And) nothing formed against me shall stand
You hold the whole world in Your hands
I’m holding on to Your promises
You are faithful
You are faithful

Times of refreshing
Here in Your presence
No greater blessing
Than being with You

“Whom Shall I Fear” words & music by Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Scott Cash
© 2012 Alletrop Music (Admin. by CopyCare Asia Ltd (Singapore Branch));
McTyeire Music (Admin. by CopyCare Asia Ltd (Singapore Branch));
A Thousand Generations Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music
Publishing); Sixsteps Songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing);
Worship Together Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)
CCLI License # 324618
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My soul is restored
My mind is renewed
There’s no greater joy, Lord
Than being with You
“Times Of Refreshing” words & music by Don Harris | Martin Nystrom
© 1993 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Crossroad Distributors Pty. Ltd.)
CCLI License # 324618
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HALLOWED BE THY NAME

CHRIST IS ENOUGH

Chorus
You are the Holy One
Father Spirit Son
King of kings and Lord of lords
Hallowed be hallowed be
Hallowed be Thy name

Verse 1
Christ is my reward
And all of my devotion
Now there’s nothing in this world
That could ever satisfy

Pre-Chorus
Through every storm
My soul will sing
Jesus is here
To God be the glory

Pre-Chorus
Through every trial
My soul will sing
No turning back

Bridge
I have decided to follow Jesus
No turning back
No turning back

Chorus
Christ is enough for me
Christ is enough for me
Everything I need is in You
Everything I need

The cross before me
The world behind me
No turning back
No turning back

Verse
We will worship
The Maker of all things
Almighty God to You
Our voices sing
Hallowed be Thy name
Hallowed be Thy name
“Hallowed Be Thy Name” words & music by Bill Ancira
© 1986 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Crossroad Distributors Pty. Ltd.)
CCLI License # 324618
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Verse 2
Christ my all in all
The joy of my salvation
And this hope will never fail
Heaven is our home

“Christ Is Enough” words & music by
Jonas Myrin | Reuben Morgan
© 2012 Hillsong Music Publishing
CCLI License # 324618
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AT THE CROSS

REACHING FOR YOU

Verse 1
Oh Lord You’ve searched me
You know my way
Even when I fail You
I know You love me

Bridge
You tore the veil You made a way
When You said that it is done
You tore the veil You made a way
When You said that it is done

Your holy presence
Surrounding me
In every season
I know You love me
I know You love me

Verse 3
And when the earth fades
Falls from my eyes
And You stand before me
I know You love me
I know You love me

At the cross I bow my knee
Where Your blood was shed for me
There’s no greater love than this
You have overcome the grave
Your glory fills the highest place
What can separate me now
Verse 2
You go before me
You shield my way
Your hand upholds me
I know You love me

“At The Cross” words & music by
Darlene Zschech | Reuben Morgan
© 2006 Wondrous Worship (Admin. by
CopyCare Asia Ltd (Singapore Branch);
Hillsong Music Publishing
CCLI License # 324618

Verse
I can’t believe the way
Your love has got a hold on me
Each morning I wake to find You near
You lift me above my fears
And set my feet on solid ground
All of my days belong to You
Pre-Chorus
And I breathe in Your breath of life
That fills my heart
You are my all consuming fire
Chorus
And I stand here before You
In wide opened wonder
Amazed at the glory of You
The power of heaven
Revealing Your purpose in me
As I’m reaching for You
Ending
Reaching for You
Reaching for You
“Reaching For You” words & music by Raymond Badham
© 2000 Hillsong Music Publishing
CCLI License # 324618
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AARONIC BENEDICTION
Verse 1
May the Lord may the Lord bless and keep you
May His grace and His face shine upon you
May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you
And give you peace
And give you peace
Verse 2
Y’varech’cha Adonai v’yishm’recha
Yaer panav alecha vichuneka
Yisa Adonai panav alecha
V’yaseml’cha shalom v’yaseml’cha shalom
Bridge
This is the way
You shall be blessed
From day to day
He’ll be your rest
Ending
And give you peace
And give you peace
“Aaronic Benediction” words & music by Misha Goetz
2009 Misha Goetz Music (Admin. by CopyCare Asia Ltd (Singapore Branch)
CCLI License # 324618
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