ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED

MID-AUTUMN OUTREACH

If you are curious about Christianity or if
you have been visiting the church but have
not accepted the faith, join us at Christianity
Explored! Dates: Six Sundays from 17 Sep
to 22 Oct Time and Venue: WDL and BP]
Centres — 1pm, East Centre — 12.30pm
Sign up at hitp:/fcefe.chichristianity-explored

Covenanters who would like to invite and
accompany their friends and loved ones for
these sessions, are encouraged to attend a
training session on Sat, 9 Sep, 2pm to 4pm
at ACKCentre, Training Room 1. Please
contact Jerome Lee at dahobbit1 2321 @
yahoo.com for enquiries.

39TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE

Let’s celebrate our One Life at
Covenant EFC’s 39th birthday with a
special combined adult’s service. Our
celebration programme will start at
9:30am next Sun, 3 Sep at Singapore
EXPO Hall 1. There will be a children’s
service for 3 to 10-year-olds. Please
note that there will be 7o programme for
children 35 months and below.

SERVE INNEW LIFE

PAN.D.A Champs, a character-based
mentoring programme for 7 to 10-year-olds,
needs 10 mentors. If you love children and
have a heart to mentor them, sign up to serve!

Schedule: 21 Nov — 14 Dec, every Tue
and Thu, 9am — 1pm (includes one hour
of briefing and debriefing) at BPJ Centre.
Training will be provided on Thu, 19 Oct,
7.30pm to 9.30pm at BPJ Centre Level 3.
To sign up or enquire, email volunteer@

newlife.org.sg or call Jason Lee at 9635
1135 / Lewis Woo at 9634 9457.

Invite your Mandarin-speaking parents,
friends and neighbours to the Mid-Autumn
Ovutreach Service so they can hear about
God’s love! Artist Desmond Sim will share
his testimony and there will be skit and
songs presented by ORTV.

Date: 30 Sep (Sat)

Time: 7pm - 9pm (buffet dinner will be
served from 6.00pm to 6.45pm on a first-
come, first-served basis)

Venue: WDL Centre, Main Sanctuary

Admission is free. For enquiries, email

chris.pang@cefc.org.sg
IDMC INSTITUTE INTRO SESSION

IDMC Institute One-Year Internship
Programme provides a good opportunity
for you to sense God’s leading in your life
for the marketplace, full-time ministry or
missions. Come to the Intro Session on
Thu, 14 Sep from 7.15pm to 9.30pm at
ACKCentre to find out more. Sign up at
http:/lcefc.chlidmei-intro-session

CHRISTMAS PLAY RECRUITMENT

We are looking for actors, recruitment
officer, casting officer, stage hands, props/
costume designer and finance manager. If
you have the relevant training, we would
love to have you! If not, we can train you
if you have a willing heart! Email fabian.
ghui@cefc.org.sg if you are interested.

BAPTISM § MEMBERSHIP CLASS

Baptism Class on Sun,10 Sep from
2.30pm to 5.00pm at BPJ Centre.
Membership Class on Sat, 16 Sep from
9am to 4pm at ACKCentre.

Register at the Information Counter.

COVENANT EFC
ACKCentre: 2 Kallang Avenue, CT Hub #10-26, Singapore 339407
ONE CHURCH MULTIPLE CENTRES:
BPJ Centre: 8.30am, 10.30am & 12.30pm ® WDL Centre: 8.30am & 10.30am ® East Centre: 10.00am (Pre-service prayer: 9.30am)
Tel: (65) 6892 6811 ® Email: mail@cefc.org.sg ® Website: www.cefc.org.sg
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CovenantEvangelicalFreeChurch
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On the Inside

REV DR CHUA CHUNG KAI, DIRECTOR, INTEGRATED EQUIPPING

| t happened so suddenly
without a warning — a
crack and a crash!

On 11 Feb this year, a 40-metre-
high Tembusu tree fell at the
Singapore Botanic Gardens,
injuring four people and killing
one. The loss of life was tragic.
The question, of course was,
could we have seen this coming
and prevented it? Just last
month on 18 July, a coroner’s
court hearing found that this
270-year-old tree (older than
the Botanical Gardens itself),
was actually decaying on the
inside. The testimony from two
tree specialists, called arborists,
had found that inspecting the
tree from the outside, there
were no signs to tell us it was
rotting on the inside. One of
their testimonies was “based on
visual inspections of the tree...
he did not see any cracks or
open cavities that would suggest
a decay in the trunk.” And yet,
“at the point where the trunk
broke, the decay was 70%. This
was 2 metres above the ground.”
And that “...the decay probably
started quite long ago, coming
possibly from the root under
the tree.” (Quotations taken
from the Straits Times.) So as
far as anyone could tell from the
outside, the tree was healthy

and strong. But it was rotting
on the inside and thus the fall
was merely a matter of time and
“predictable”. I believe this sad
story is a parable we must pay

heed to.

We live in a world preoccupied
with looking good on the
outside. But how are we really
doing on the inside? God has
led us to the book of Ezra this
year. It’s all about rebuilding.
Chapters 1 to 6 have to do with
the rebuilding of the externals
— the Temple. In this season
ahead, chapter 7 to 10, God

is rebuilding His people and

if we can see it that way, He is
leading His people to rebuild
the internals. How are you
doing on the inside? That’s what
an intentional disciplemaking
church (IDMC) must be,

that we are first and foremost
concerned about the inside

— our hearts. I believe God

is inviting us on this inward
journey, to build that which
no one sees, which is critical to
a vital spirituality and a life of
authenticity.

May our hearts be fully given

to the Lord that He may mould
them for His glory. May we not
merely look good on the outside,
but truly be His on the inside!
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SERMON QUTLINE

King of Kings
SCRIPTURE: EZRA 741-26 = SERMON: REV TAN KAY KIONG

Introduction

A. What the King Says — He Will Do!

B. What the King Says — 1 Will Do!

Conclusion

NEXT WEEK: 39TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AT SINGAPORE EXPO HALL |
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LAST WEEK'S SERMON SUMMARY

Rebuilding a People
SCRIPTURE: EZRA 7:-10 = SERMON: PS ANDY LEW

Introduction

“Now after this ...” — the rebuilding of the temple from Ezra 1-6.
Ezra 7 begins the transition from the dedication of the temple to the discipleship of the people.

Two essentials to rebuild a community of worship:

A. The Hand of God Upon Godly Men

1. “Now after this in the reign of King Artaxerxes king of Persia” (v.1a) — After all the
celebrations, there was a silent period of 58 years. At this time, all the rebuilders
(Zerubbabel, Haggai and Zechariah) would have already passed away.

2. “Ezra the son of Seraiah ...” (v.1b) — A list of 16 names from Seraiah, the last
priest before the temple was destroyed, to the first high priest, Aaron. Ezra was a
credible choice by birthright. The priest represented God’s people (Heb 5:1-4).

3. “The hand of the Lord his God was on him” (vv.7, 9). Ezra was granted favor with the
king and to lead the second remnant on a four-month journey from Babylon to Jerusalem.

4. Two principles:

a. Lineage does matter. Ezra was part of a godly heritage of priests. Illustration: James
Hudson Taylor, founder of OME, left a rich legacy. Parents, be intentional in
passing on the Christian heritage. Children, count it a privilege to be a part of
a Christian heritage.

b. Lineage doesn’t matter. Christian heritage is not a pre-requisite for godly service.
We are all priests (1 Pet 2:9) and Jesus is our high priest (Heb 4:10-5:10).

5. Application: We are called to bring people to God.

B. The Word of God Upheld by a Godly Man

1. It was more than Ezrd’s lineage that God looked for. It was his head (“skilled in the Law
of Moses” v.6) and heart (“set his heart to study the Law of the LORD” v.10) that
mattered to God.

2. Covenant EFC was built upon biblical foundations. Our first core value is Truth
centred on the Word of God.
3. Versel0 gives a framework for Word-based discipleship:
a. He discovered the truth - “to study the Law of the LORD”
b. He applied the truth — “and to do it
c. He reaped the benefits — “the hand of God was upon him”
d. He passed on the truth — “and to teach his statures and rules”
e. Jesus calls us to do the same — make disciples and teach them
4. Illustration: 500th Anniversary of the Reformation

5. Application: Cultivate a love for the Scriptures through IDMC Institute, IDT
(Intentional Discipleship Training), CG, BSF (Bible Study Fellowship), etc.

6. Summary: We are called to bring people back to the Word of God.

Conclusion
Return to the Word of God!

BPJ Centre




