ANNOUNCEMENTS
PARENTS’ APPRECIATION
NIGHT IN HOKKIEN

ALPHA: HOW CAN WE
HAVE FAITH?

Invite your parents to the Parents’
Appreciation Night in Hokkien. Reverend
Oh Beng Kee will share a special message,
and Darren Lim will share his life testimony
on Sat, 27 May, 7pm to 9pm (buffet dinner
starts at 5.45pm on a first-come, first-served
basis) at WDL Centre Main Sanctuary
Admission is free.

Introduce Jesus to your family and
friends at Alpha this Wed, 17 May, from
7.00pm to 9.30pm at YMCA at Orchard.
Registration is free, but pre-registration
is required at http://alpha.cefcapps.com
For enquiries, email alpha@cefc.org.sg

CYAN CAMP LAST DAY OF
REGISTRATION

Covenant Dance Ministry is organising a
dance workshop for youths aged 10 to 14
years old. This two-day workshop will help
them discover how to praise, worship and
serve God through dance.
Day 1: 3 Jun, Sat, 9.00am – 5.00pm at
ACKCentre Performing Arts Studio
Day 2: 4 Jun, Sun, 1.30pm – 5.30pm at
WDL Centre, Love and Joy Rooms
Requirement: At least 2 years of dance training
Dance Genres: Contemporary, Hip Hop
and Ballet
Fee: $15 / person
To register or enquire, email cefcdance@gmail.
com Registration ends next Sun, 21 May.

Tomorrow is the last day of registration for
CYAN (Covenant Young Adult Network)
Camp. Hurry, sign up together with your
CG through Voyager before registration ends!

CHILD DEDICATION SERVICE
We will have our Child Dedication Service
on 16 Jul at all the worship centres.
Register today at the Information Counter.
Please note that parents dedicating their
children are strongly recommended to
attend the Dedication Class next Sun,
21 May at WDL Centre, 1pm to 4pm.
We believe that discipleship begins at
home and we look forward to journeying
with you towards an Intentional Disciple
Making Family!

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP
Covenant Photography is holding a mini
workshop for those who are interested in street
photography and have at least a high end
compact/interchangeable camera. It will be a
time of street photography and critique after this
Sat, 20 May, 9am to 12.45pm at ACKCentre.
To sign up, email cefcphotographyministry@
gmail.com by this Thu, 18 May.

YOUTH DANCE WORKSHOP
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FLORAL OFFERING
Today’s floral offering is sponsored by Elder
Lawrence Chuan memory of his late wife,
Emily Chua, a marvellous mother and a
wonderful wife.
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Let’s Honour and Hear Our Mothers
PS VALERIE CHAN, WOMEN-IN-COVENANT

w

hy do we celebrate
Mother’s Day?

The intent to set a day to
commemorate Mother’s Day is
a good idea, but it has turned
into a giant money-making
machine for businesses. It has
become so commercialised that
I wonder if we are celebrating
it just because everyone else
does. I have heard of extended
families coming together to
eat in restaurants without
much deep interaction with
one another, and left the place
poorer in cash. For others, they
continue their family fights
and leave their mothers more
broken-hearted.
Perhaps we need to revisit why
we want to celebrate Mother’s
Day. I can think of two
reasons:

NEW LIFE FRIENDS’ DAY
Find out the impact of New Life
volunteers on the lives of children and
youths at the New Life Friends’ Day next
Sun, 21 May at all three centres. See you
there!
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To honour them with our
presence.
Exodus 20:12 tells us, “Honor
your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in
the land that the Lord your
God is giving you.” It is a
commandment from God and
meant to be obeyed.
Being very busy, we often
forget to spend time to be with
our mothers who have made
much sacrifice to raise us.
This day is set aside for us as a
reminder to make time

for them, to serve them and
appreciate them for the love
and time they invested in our
lives.
To hear them share their
stories.
How many of us really know
the journeys of our mothers
— what they went through,
the challenges they faced and
the joy they had in parenting
us? From their stories, we can
glean wisdom for our own
journeys and learn to avoid
pitfalls that come along our
way.
I remember this account from
my late Mom: She would
get so upset with me when I
couldn’t stop crying because of
certain difficulties. However,
she realised that her scolding
would make me cry more,
so she learned to sit with me
and hold my hand. After a
while, my crying would stop.
Today, I am doing the same
to my daughter: sit with her,
listen to her and hold her hand
whenever she is in tears. It not
only helps her to stop crying, it
also binds our hearts together.
You know what, to honour our
mothers with our presence and
to hear them share their stories
need not take place only on
Mother’s Day. It can happen
everyday and any day.

LAST WEEK’S SERMON SUMMARY

SERMON OUTLINE

Rise Up!

Do Not Fear
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 21:8-21 SERMON: DR STACEY TAY

Introduction (vv. 8–16)

1. God Hears Your Prayers (v.17)

2. God Has a Plan (vv.18–19)

3. God Is Present with You (vv.20–21)

Conclusion
NEXT WEEK’S SERMON SPEAKERS:
22 MAY – PS LEE DA WIN (BPJ), PS EDMUND WONG (WDL) AND PS MATTHEW LO (EAST)

SCRIPTURE: HAGGAI 1:12–15 SERMON: REV TAN KAY KIONG
Introduction

Obedience: “The bottom line in the Christian life is obedience and most people
don’t even like the word.” (Charles Stanley). See 1 Samuel 15:22 and John 14:21.
The people needed to wake up and return to their mission.
Two ingredients to rise up in obedience:
A. Fearing God

“And the people feared the LORD.” (v.12)
We can miss the prime motivation for the people’s obedience. Tucked in the end
of verse 12 are these words: “And the people feared the LORD.” But what caused
this 180 degree turn? They were living in defiance, self absorption and total
desperation in the face of the drought. But they obeyed God quickly because they
had the fear of God.
Tozer: “When men no longer fear God, they transgressed his laws without
hesitation. The fear of consequences is no deterrent when the fear of God is
gone.”
Luther: Distinguish between servile fear and filial fear. One is an unhealthy fear
of God as a prisoner fears the tormentor. The other is a healthy fear of God as a
child respecting and loving the parents.
Proverbs: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Not some formulae
steps to a life of wisdom but a relationship of love and trust that causes us to fear
Him.
See examples of the fear of God: Genesis 22:12, Exodus 20:20, Luke 12:4-5,
Revelation 15:4-5
B. Doing God’s Will

“And they came and worked on the house of God.” (v.15)
1. From the time they heard the word of God (Hag 1:1) to the time they acted on
it (Hag 1:15) was 24 days. Considering how they didn’t obey God for 15 years
and it took them 24 days to start working again is a revival.
2. Notice the factors leading to their doing of God’s will in verses 14 to 15
a. Who is doing God’s will: Everyone — governor, leader and all the remnants
b. How they are doing God’s will: God stirred up their “spirit” (three times)—
from inside out.
c. What motivated them to do God’s will: “I am with you.” (v.13)
Conclusion

Now that’s obedience!
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